[Serum concentration of HCFU and 5-FU after oral administration of HCFU in postoperative digestive cancer patients].
In an attempt to establish the optimum dose of HCFU, the effect of the presence of stomach on the absorption of HCFU and both the rise and maintenance of blood HCFU levels was evaluated in patients with gastric cancer (total gastrectomy group) and with colorectal cancer (non-gastrectomy group). The blood concentrations of HCFU fractions and 5-FU were determined in terms of pharmacokinetic parameters in these groups. The Tmax was significantly different between the two groups, with HCFU fraction and 5-FU levels that were significantly higher in the total gastrectomy group 30 minutes after administration. No differences were found in Cmax or AUC. There were no significant differences in Cmax or AUC among the various subgroups given different doses of HCFU (100, 150 and 200 mg) in either group, although dose-dependency was observed. Similar results were obtained in crossover tests. The 5-FU remained at an effective concentration of 0.05 microgram/ml, 4 hours after a single dose of 100 mg HCFU.